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BIRDS OF MAGEE MARSH 
WILDLIFE AREA AND VICINITY

Welcome to the marshes of western Lake Erie, one of the most 
productive areas of biodiversity in the state of Ohio. The Magee 
Marsh Wildlife Area covers about 2,200 acres, but together with 
the protected marshes that surround it, about 11,400 acres of 
coastal wetlands are owned and managed by the Ohio Division 
of Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Additionally, the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and 
Recreation, owns the 1,850- acre Maumee Bay State Park located 
at the western end of the region covered by this checklist. The 
map on the back of the checklist depicts the area covered by 
this list.

Magee Marsh is known throughout Ohio and far beyond as 
an excellent birding spot. In 2000, Wild Bird Magazine ranked 
Magee in the top 10 of North American birding locales, and 
with good reason. This checklist includes 348 species; 82% of 
all bird species ever spotted in Ohio. Also, the proximity of Lake 
Erie causes migrating birds to gather in this area, sometimes in 
mind-boggling numbers. One of the best spots in North America 
to observe spectacular numbers of migrant songbirds is the 
Magee Marsh “Bird Trail,” the mile-long boardwalk that bisects a 
34-acre patch of swamp forest at the end of the causeway road.

Spring is the premier birding season here; of the 348 species 
so far recorded in the area, 310 have been found from March 
through May. Birding is interesting at any season, though, and 
the marsh region is vital for breeding birds. One hundred and 
forty-one species have been documented nesting in this area; 
that’s over 75% of all species that nest in the entire state each 
year! Finally, birders love to find rarities, and Magee Marsh and 
vicinity have a fantastic track record in that regard. Seventeen 
species with five or fewer Ohio records have been found, and 
three species with only one record to date were discovered here.
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SEASON
SP – Spring (March through May)
SU – Summer (June through July)
FA – Fall (August through November)
WI – Winter (December through February)

ABUNDANCE
A – Abundant (large numbers and shouldn't be missed)
C – Common (easily seen in suitable habitat)
U – Uncommon (probably present, but not certain to be seen)
O – Occasional (only detected once to a few times each season)
R – Rare (occurs only every few years)
X – Accidental (only one to a few records)
* – Nests locally

CHECKLIST KEY
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4 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

DUCKS, GEESE, AND SWANS SP SU FA WI
 Fulvous Whistling-Duck X X
 Greater White-fronted Goose O O R
 Snow Goose U X U U
 Ross’s Goose X X X
 Brant X X X
 Cackling Goose R O R
 Canada Goose* A A A A
 Mute Swan* U U O U
 Trumpeter Swan* U U U U
 Tundra Swan C X C C
 Wood Duck* C C C R
 Gadwall* C O C U
 Eurasian Wigeon R X X
 American Wigeon* C O C O
 American Black Duck* C O C C
 Mallard* A A A A
 Blue-winged Teal* C U C X
 Cinnamon Teal X X
 Northern Shoveler* C R C O
 Northern Pintail* C R C U
 Garganey X
 Green-winged Teal* C O C R
 Canvasback* C X C C
 Redhead* C R C U
 Ring-necked Duck C R C O
 Greater Scaup U X U U
 Lesser Scaup* C R C C
 King Eider X X
 Harlequin Duck X X
 Surf Scoter R R R
 White-winged Scoter R R R
 Black Scoter R R R
 Long-tailed Duck R R R
 Bufflehead C X U U
 Common Goldeneye C U C
 Hooded Merganser* C U C U
 Common Merganser C X U C
 Red-breasted Merganser C X C C
 Ruddy Duck* C O C O



5(SP) Spring    (SU) Summer    (FA) Fall    (WI) Winter    
(PUB 5342) Birds of Magee Marsh Check List

QUAIL SP SU FA WI
 Northern Bobwhite X X X X

PHEASANT AND TURKEY

 Ring-necked Pheasant* O O O O
 Wild Turkey* R R R R

LOONS

 Red-throated Loon X
 Common Loon U X U R

GREBES

 Pied-billed Grebe* C C C O
 Horned Grebe U X U O
 Red-necked Grebe X X
 Eared Grebe X

GANNET
 Northern Gannet X

PELICANS

 American White Pelican O R O
 Brown Pelican X

CORMORANTS
 Double-crested Cormorant* C C C O

BITTERNS AND HERONS

 American Bittern* O O O X
 Least Bittern* U U U
 Great Blue Heron* A A A U
 Great Egret* C C C X
 Snowy Egret* U U U
 Little Blue Heron* O O O
 Tricolored Heron R R R
 Cattle Egret* O O O X
 Green Heron* C C C
 Black-crowned Night-Heron* U U U R
 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron X X X



6 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

IBISIS SP SU FA WI
 Glossy Ibis O X O
 White-faced Ibis R

VULTURES
 Black Vulture X
 Turkey Vulture* C U U X

HAWKS, KITE, EAGLES, AND ALLIES
 Mississippi Kite X
 Osprey U O U
 Bald Eagle* C C C C
 Northern Harrier* C O C U
 Sharp-shinned Hawk C X U O
 Cooper’s Hawk* U U U U
 Northern Goshawk O R R
 Red-shouldered Hawk* C O U O
 Broad-winged Hawk C X U
 Red-tailed Hawk* C C C C
 Rough-legged Hawk U X U U
 Golden Eagle O R

FALCONS
 American Kestrel* U U U U
 Merlin O O R
 Gyrfalcon X X X
 Peregrine Falcon O X O R
 Prairie Falcon X

RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOT
 Yellow Rail X
 Black Rail X
 King Rail* O O R X
 Virginia Rail* C U C R
 Sora* C C C X
 Purple Gallinule X
 Common Gallinule* U U U X
 American Coot* A C A U

CRANE
 Sandhill Crane* O X U R
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PLOVERS SP SU FA WI
 Black-bellied Plover U R C X
 American Golden-Plover U R C
 Snowy Plover X
 Wilson’s Plover X
 Semipalmated Plover C C C X
 Piping Plover R X R
 Killdeer* A A A O

STILT AND AVOCET

 Black-necked Stilt X X X
 American Avocet O O O

SANDPIPERS, PHALAROPES, AND ALLIES

 Spotted Sandpiper* C C C
 Solitary Sandpiper C U U
 Greater Yellowlegs C U C X
 Willet O O
 Lesser Yellowlegs C C C X
 Upland Sandpiper* O O R
 Whimbrel O R O
 Hudsonian Godwit R X O X
 Marbled Godwit R R O X
 Ruddy Turnstone U O O
 Red Knot R X O
 Sanderling U O U X
 Semipalmated Sandpiper C C C
 Western Sandpiper X R U
 Least Sandpiper C C C X
 White-rumped Sandpiper U O U
 Baird’s Sandpiper X R U X
 Pectoral Sandpiper C U C X
 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper X
 Purple Sandpiper X X
 Dunlin A U A O
 Curlew Sandpiper X X
 Stilt Sandpiper R O U
 Buff-breasted Sandpiper O
 Ruff X X X
 Short-billed Dowitcher C C C



8 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

 Long-billed Dowitcher R R C X
 Wilson’s Snipe* C R C R
 American Woodcock* C U U X
 Wilson’s Phalarope* R O O
 Red-necked Phalarope R R O X
 Red Phalarope X X

GULLS AND TERNS

 Black-legged Kittiwake X R X
 Sabine’s Gull X
 Bonaparte’s Gull C O A C
 Black-headed Gull X X X
 Little Gull R R
 Laughing Gull X X R X
 Franklin’s Gull R R O X
 Ring-billed Gull* A A A A
 Herring Gull* C C C C
 Thayer’s Gull X
 Iceland Gull X X O
 Lesser Black-backed Gull X X R
 Glaucous Gull X X X O
 Great Black-backed Gull O R O U
 Least Tern X X
 Caspian Tern U U C
 Black Tern* O O O
 Common Tern* U C C X
 Arctic Tern X
 Forster’s Tern U U C X

JAEGERS

 Pomarine Jaeger X
 Parasitic Jaeger X X
 Long-tailed Jaeger X X X

PIGEONS AND DOVES

 Rock Pigeon* U U U U
 Eurasian Collared-Dove X X
 White-winged Dove X
 Mourning Dove* C C A C

Sandpipers, Phalaropes, and Allies continued
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CUCKOOS AND ANI SP SU FA WI
 Yellow-billed Cuckoo* U U U
 Black-billed Cuckoo* U O U
 Groove-billed Ani X

BARN OWL
 Barn Owl* R R R X

TYPICAL OWLS

 Eastern Screech-Owl* C C C C
 Great Horned Owl* C C C C
 Snowy Owl R R O
 Burrowing Owl X
 Barred Owl R R R R
 Long-eared Owl O X O R
 Short-eared Owl O X O O
 Northern Saw-whet Owl O O R

GOATSUCKERS

 Common Nighthawk* U U C
 Chuck-will’s-widow X
 Whip-poor-will O R

SWIFT
 Chimney Swift* C U C

HUMMINGBIRD
 Ruby-throated Hummingbird* U U U

KINGFISHER
 Belted Kingfisher* U U U O

WOODPECKERS

 Red-headed Woodpecker* U O U R
 Red-bellied Woodpecker* U U U U
 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker U X U O
 Downy Woodpecker* C C C C
 Hairy Woodpecker* U U U U
 Northern Flicker* C C C U
 Pileated Woodpecker X X



10 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

FLYCATCHERS SP SU FA WI
 Olive-sided Flycatcher O X O
 Eastern Wood-Pewee* C C C
 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher U O O
 Acadian Flycatcher* O O R
 Alder Flycatcher U O R
 Willow Flycatcher* C C U
 Least Flycatcher C O C
 Dusky Flycatcher X
 Gray Flycatcher X
 Eastern Phoebe* U U C X
 Vermilion Flycatcher X X
 Great Crested Flycatcher* C C C
 Western Kingbird X X
 Eastern Kingbird* C C C
 Scissor-tailed Flycatcher X

SHRIKES
 Loggerhead Shrike X X X X
 Northern Shrike O O O

VIREOS
 White-eyed Vireo* O R R
 Bell’s Vireo X
 Yellow-throated Vireo* U O O
 Blue-headed Vireo C U
 Warbling Vireo* C C C
 Philadelphia Vireo U R U
 Red-eyed Vireo* C C C

JAY, MAGPIE, AND CROW
 Blue Jay* A C C C
 Black-billed Magpie X X
 American Crow* C U U U

LARK
 Horned Lark* C U C C

SWALLOWS
 Purple Martin* C C C
 Tree Swallow* A A A X
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 Northern Rough-winged Swallow* U U U X
 Bank Swallow* U C C
 Cliff Swallow* U U U
 Barn Swallow* C C C X

CHICKADEE AND TITMOUSE
 Black-capped Chickadee* U O U U
 Tufted Titmouse* U U U U

NUTHATCHES
 Red-breasted Nuthatch U X U O
 White-breasted Nuthatch* U U U U

CREEPER
 Brown Creeper C X C O

WRENS
 Carolina Wren* U U U U
 Bewick’s Wren X X X X
 House Wren* C C C X
 Winter Wren U X C O
 Sedge Wren* O O O X
 Marsh Wren* C C C R

GNATCATCHERS
 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher* C U U X

KINGLETS
 Golden-crowned Kinglet C C U
 Ruby-crowned Kinglet C X C R

THRUSHES
 Northern Wheatear X
 Eastern Bluebird* U O U R
 Townsend’s Solitaire X
 Veery* C O U
 Gray-cheeked Thrush U X U
 Swainson’s Thrush C R C
 Hermit Thrush C C R
 Wood Thrush* C U U X
 American Robin* A A A O

Swallows continued



12 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

MIMICS SP SU FA WI
 Gray Catbird* C C C R
 Northern Mockingbird* R R R R
 Brown Thrasher* U U O R

STARLING
 European Starling* A A A C

PIPIT
 American Pipit U U R

WAXWINGS
 Bohemian Waxwing X X
 Cedar Waxwing* C C C O

LONGSPURS AND SNOW BUNTING
 Lapland Longspur U U R
 Smith’s Longspur X
 Snow Bunting U U U

WOOD-WARBLERS
 Ovenbird* C O U
 Worm-eating Warbler O X
 Louisiana Waterthrush R X
 Northern Waterthrush C R U X
 Golden-winged Warbler O O
 Blue-winged Warbler* U R R
 Black-and-white Warbler C O C
 Prothonotary Warbler* U U R
 Tennessee Warbler C R C
 Orange-crowned Warbler U U X
 Nashville Warbler C X C
 Connecticut Warbler O R O
 Mourning Warbler U O O
 Kentucky Warbler O X
 Common Yellowthroat* C C C R
 Hooded Warbler O R
 American Redstart* C O C
 Kirtland’s Warbler O X
 Cape May Warbler C X C
 Cerulean Warbler O R
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 Northern Parula U X U
 Magnolia Warbler C O C
 Bay-breasted Warbler C R C
 Blackburnian Warbler U X U
 Yellow Warbler* A A C
 Chestnut-sided Warbler* C O C
 Blackpoll Warbler C R C
 Black-throated Blue Warbler C X U
 Palm Warbler C C X
 Pine Warbler O O
 Yellow-rumped Warbler A X A O
 Yellow-throated Warbler O X
 Prairie Warbler O X
 Townsend’s Warbler X
 Black-throated Green Warbler C X C
 Canada Warbler U O U
 Wilson’s Warbler C O C
 Yellow-breasted Chat* O R R

SPARROWS

 Eastern Towhee* C U U R
 American Tree Sparrow C C C
 Chipping Sparrow* C U U R
 Clay-colored Sparrow O X
 Field Sparrow* C U C R
 Vesper Sparrow* U U U X
 Lark Sparrow X
 Savannah Sparrow* C U C X
 Grasshopper Sparrow* U U O
 Henslow’s Sparrow* R R X
 Le Conte’s Sparrow R X R
 Nelson’s Sparrow R O
 Fox Sparrow C U R
 Song Sparrow* C C C C
 Lincoln’s Sparrow U X U X
 Swamp Sparrow* C C C O
 White-throated Sparrow A X A O
 Harris’s Sparrow X
 White-crowned Sparrow C X C O
 Dark-eyed Junco C C C

Wood-warblers continued



14 (A) Abundant    (C) Common    (O) Occasional    (R) Rare    
(U) Uncommon    (X) Accidental    (*) Nests locally

TANAGERS, CARDINALS, AND ALLIES SP SU FA WI
 Summer Tanager O X
 Scarlet Tanager* C O U
 Western Tanager X
 Northern Cardinal* C C C C
 Rose-breasted Grosbeak* C O U
 Blue Grosbeak X X
 Indigo Bunting* C C C
 Painted Bunting X
 Dickcissel* R O O

BLACKBIRDS

 Bobolink* U U C X
 Red-winged Blackbird* A A A U
 Eastern Meadowlark* C U U R
 Western Meadowlark* R R R X
 Yellow-headed Blackbird* O O O X
 Rusty Blackbird C X C O
 Brewer’s Blackbird O X R
 Common Grackle* A A A U
 Great-tailed Grackle X
 Brown-headed Cowbird* C C C U
 Orchard Oriole* U U O
 Baltimore Oriole* C C C

FINCHES AND ALLIES

 Pine Grosbeak X
 Purple Finch U U O
 House Finch* U U U U
 Red Crossbill X X
 White-winged Crossbill X X
 Common Redpoll O O O
 Hoary Redpoll X
 Pine Siskin U U O
 American Goldfinch* C C C U
 Evening Grosbeak X

OLD WORLD SPARROW
 House Sparrow* C C C C
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SUPPORT OHIO'S WILDLIFE
Funding for this publication was provided by sales of the 
cardinal license plate, the Ohio Wildlife Legacy Stamp, and 
donations to the state income tax checkoff program.

Support the Friends of Magee Marsh!
friendsofmageemarsh.org

To make a tax donation:
go to the second page of the 

1040 income tax form for the tax 
checkoff program

To purchase a license plate:
 visit your local registrar’s office or 

call the BMV at 1-888-PLATES3

To purchase a Legacy Stamp: 
call the Division of Wildlife at:

1-800-WILDLIFE 
or visit the web at wildohio.gov

To mail in a donation:
mail a check or money order to

Wildlife Diversity Fund
2045 Morse Road Bldg G.

Columbus, OH 43229-6693

For more birding hot spots along Lake Erie, visit
lakeerieohiobirding.info



Magee Marsh Wildlife Area was purchased and is main-
tained with sportsmen and women's hunting license 
fees and permit dollars. Purchasing habitat supports 
all wildlife.

The ODNR Division of Wildlife is the state agency re-
sponsible for managing Ohio’s fish and wildlife re-
sources. The primary source of funding for the Division 
comes from the sale of hunting and fishing licenses, 
federal excise taxes on hunting, fishing, and shooting 
equipment, and donations from the public. We care 
about all wildlife and maintaining stable, healthy wild-
life populations. Our challenge is to balance the needs 
of wildlife, habitat, and people.
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